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SUBJECT:
USDA MFH Project Manager Bulletin #22

Lead-based Paint Hazard Reduction

Multi-Family Housing (MFH) Programs

TO: 
All USDA-Financed Rural Rental Housing & Farm Labor Housing Project Managers


in California

MFH projects built after 1977 are not affected by the matters discussed in this bulletin and do not need to take any of the actions outlined in this bulletin.

This management bulletin applies only to MFH projects – both Rural Rental Housing (RRH) and Farm Labor Housing (FLH) – constructed prior to January 1, 1978.  There are fewer than 50 such MFH projects in California.  Within this category, there are some special cases:

· MFH projects built before 1978 that have already been found free of lead-based paint by a certified inspector or where all lead-based paint has been removed are not affected and do not need to take any of the actions outlined in this bulletin.  

· Elderly MFH projects built before 1978 where children under 6 years of age do not reside and are not expected to reside, are also not affected.  However, because there is always the potential that such children may become residents, pre-1978 senior projects are encouraged to complete step 2 below.  

Lead-based paint may be present in pre-1978 MFH projects.  This is a potential hazard to the health and development of children.  EPA and HUD have promulgated detailed rules and standards for the evaluation and remediation of this hazard.  Lead-based paint professionals have been trained, certified, and licensed to deal with the problem properly.   

For all of the potentially affected MFH projects, the presence and nature of any lead-based paint hazard must be identified and addressed by September 15, 2003.  The following steps are required for these projects:

1. All residents are to be notified of the possibility of a hazard and given a copy of an informational pamphlet.  The pamphlet can be found at:  http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead/leadhelp.cfm
2. A risk assessment is to be completed by a licensed lead-based paint professional.  A copy of the report is to be provided to USDA.  

3. If no lead-based paint hazard is identified, all residents and USDA are to be notified.  

4. If lead-based paint hazard is identified, all residents and USDA are to be notified.  A plan to address the hazard must be developed and completed by a licensed professional.  This may include interim controls and/or abatement.  All work must be done following safe work practices.  Upon the conclusion of the work, a clearance report will be obtained with a copy provided to USDA.  The residents must also be notified of the outcome. 

The cost of the risk assessment, interim controls, and abatement work may be paid from project reserves if necessary.  The cost of tenant notices and pamphlets should be borne as a regular operating cost.  

If you would like to find out more about lead-based paint, HUD’s web site has a lot of useful information:

http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead/lbptraining.cfm
Please contact your local USDA servicing office or the MFH Program Section if you have any questions.

PAUL VENOSDEL

State Director

Cc:
All Community & Rural Development Managers, USDA Rural Development, California
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