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___________________________________________________
_________________________

MFH Project Name





Date

As the duly authorized Management Agent for the owners of this Rural Rental Housing (RRH) or Farm Labor Housing (FLH) project financed by USDA Rural Development, 

A.  I hereby certify that the lease in use for all tenants of this project contain the following provisions:

1   Names of the parties to the contract and all individuals to reside in the unit and the identification of the unit.

2   The amount and due date of monthly contributions – including the applicable USDA-approved basic rent and note rate rent. (A copy of a properly completed and signed Form RD 1944-8 or HUD Form 50059 or other HUD approved form for those tenants receiving HUD Section 8 tenant subsidy, will be used to calculate each tenant's contribution and will be provided to the tenant as an attachment to the lease.)  

3   The utilities and quantities thereof and the services and equipment to be furnished to the tenant by the management and the tenant's responsibility to pay utility charges promptly when due.  (A copy of a properly completed and approved Exhibit A-6 of Subpart E of Part 1944 when the tenant or member will pay utilities will be provided to the tenant as an attachment to the lease or occupancy agreement.)

4   The process by which contribution and eligibility for occupancy shall be determined and re-determined including:

a   The frequency of such contribution and eligibility determinations.

b   The information which the tenant shall supply to permit such determinations:  usually, income verification; names and ages of household members; in congregate facilities, only that essential information about the person's request for provided services(s) to determine whether the project provides the services requested by the applicant/tenant and/or to determine how to best serve the applicant's/tenant's/member's request with reasonable accommodation, referral services, etc.  In the case of a group home, the information may also include an assessment by a professional medical examiner or practitioner, social service caseworker, representative of an advocacy group, member of the clergy, etc., that the tenant/applicant provides to support the application or recertification for housing and services.

c   The standards by which rents or occupancy charge, eligibility, and appropriate dwelling unit size shall be determined.

d   Tenant's household agreement to move to a unit of appropriate size if the household size changes.

e   The circumstances under which a tenant may request a re-determination of tenant contribution.

f   The effect of misrepresentation by the tenant of the facts upon which contributions or eligibility determinations are based.  

g   The time at which shelter cost change, contribution changes, or notice of ineligibility shall become effective.

5   The limitation upon the tenant of the right to the use and occupancy of the dwellings.  Limitations may not be discriminatory in nature.

6   The responsibilities of the tenant in the maintenance of the dwelling and the obligation for intentional or negligent failure to do so.

7   Agreement of management to accept a tenant contribution without regard to any other charges owed by tenant to management and to seek separate legal remedy for the collection of any other charges which may accrue to management from tenant(s).

8  The responsibility of management to provide the tenant with a written statement of the condition of the dwelling unit (when the tenant initially enters into occupancy and when vacating the dwelling unit), and the conditions under which the tenant may participate in the inspection of the premises which is the basis for such statement.

9  The circumstances under which management may enter the premises during the tenant's possession thereof, including a periodic inspection of the dwelling unit as a part of a preventive maintenance program.

10  Responsibility of tenant to advise management of any planned absence for an extended period, usually 2 weeks or more.

11  The formalities that shall be observed by management and the tenant in giving notice one to the other as may be called for under the terms of the lease.

12  The circumstances under which management may terminate the lease, all limited to good cause, and the length of notice required for the tenant to exercise the right to terminate.

13  The procedure for handling tenant's abandoned property as provided by State law.

14  Disposition of lease if building becomes uninhabitable because of fire or other disaster.  Right of owner to repair or rehabilitate the building within a certain period or terminate the lease.

15  The usual signature clause attesting that the lease or occupancy agreement has been executed by the parties.

B.  I furthermore certify that the following has been provided information has been or will be provided to tenants:

a   Explanation of rights and responsibilities under the lease or occupancy agreement.  Where a non-English language is common to a project area, a lease or occupancy agreement written in that language should also be provided.

b   Rent payment or occupancy charge policies and procedures should be fully explained.

c   Policy on periodic inspection of units.

d   Responding to tenant complaints.

e   Maintenance request procedure.

f   Project services and facilities available to tenants or members.

g   Office location, hours, and emergency telephone numbers.

h   Map showing location of community facilities including schools, health care, libraries, parks, etc.

i   Restrictions on storage and prohibition against abandoning vehicles in the project area.

j   A rental project newsletter or other printed material distributed to potential tenants or the public.  If a newsletter or other printed material is desired, it must contain an appropriate nondiscrimination statement, or fair housing slogan or logotype.

k   Community and public transportation schedules.

C.  I furthermore certify that the current, USDA/California-approved “Lease Addendum for Rental Complexes with USDA Rural Development Loans” will be appended to all leases in use for all tenants of this project.  

D.  I furthermore certify that a legal opinion letter has been obtained from a practicing attorney licensed in the State of California regarding the legal sufficiency of the lease’s and occupancy agreements and of their compliance with State law and USDA regulations.  This letter is attached.

E.  I furthermore acknowledge that the parties to the lease are subject to the terms of the Federal statutes and regulations governing the RRH and LH programs, including but not limited to those requirements set forth in RD Instruction 1930-C.

___________________________________________________
_________________________

Name







Date

___________________________________________________

Title

___________________________________________________

Management Agent

Attachment:  Legal opinion letter (see ¶ D above)

