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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERS FUNDS FOR HOME REPAIRS
Section 504 funds can help rural residents recover from winter storm damage
Davis, CA – Homeowners in rural towns and unincorporated areas of the state can apply for loan and grant funds from USDA Rural Development in California for home repairs. USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Bob Anderson said the funds are available to residents of towns and cities generally with a population up to 25,000 and not part of an urban area. 

“These funds are part of the USDA Rural Development Section 504 Repair Housing Loan and Grant Program and may be used for home repairs and weatherization/insulation,” said Anderson.  “Recent powerful winter storms have caused damage to roofs and water damage to homes in many rural areas, so we encourage residents in qualifying regions to investigate this program.”

The maximum loan amount is $20,000, with an interest rate of 1 percent and up to 20 years repayment.  Section 504 grants of up to $7,500 to remove health and safety hazards are also available to homeowners 62 years or older who are unable to finance their repairs.

Anderson said applicants must be homeowners with incomes under 50 percent of the median family income of the area and either a U.S. citizen or permanent resident legally admitted to the United States.  Interested parties should contact their local USDA Rural Development office. There are 25 local offices from Eureka to El Centro. A list is available at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca/offices/index.htm.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, more than 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 
Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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