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USDA Rural Development Provides Grant to CALED for “Strike Force” Approach to Economic Development in Rural Areas

Tuesday, April 6, 2004 – During the California Association for Local Economic Development (CALED) conference being held in San Diego, CA, Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development presented Wayne Schell, President and CEO of CALED with a ceremonial check in the amount of $99,530 to be used to assist in the economic development of distressed rural areas by providing targeted assistance for business development and economic development projects.

The project “Making a Difference Now!”  is designed to provide fast, professional and focused technical assistance to rural development projects and programs that need assistance with their obstacles to economic and operational success.  The two areas chosen for the implementation of this project are the areas of the southwestern quadrant of the San Joaquin Valley, specifically the western side of Fresno, Kings, and Kern counties, and the Imperial County, a distressed area abutting the US/Mexico border.  Both regions have historic and chronic problems that result in high unemployment rates, long-term poverty, job deterioration, a low standard of living and few resources.

“USDA Rural Development in California is committed to building stronger, more vibrant rural communities,” said Venosdel, “Joint ventures such as this one with CALED will enhance our commitment by providing fast, effective assistance to communities with the most need.”

“CALED is excited about this new partnership opportunity with USDA Rural Development,” said Schell.  “We are looking forward to helping bring new resources to some of California’s more distressed areas.”

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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“USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.”
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA. Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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