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RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT HELPS RURAL HEALTH PROVIDERS
$223,434 rural development grant awarded to California State Rural Health Assn.
Davis, Calif. – A USDA Rural Development in California has given the California State Rural Health Association (CSRHA) a big economic shot in arm to help seven health provider organizations. USDA Rural Development State Director Ben Higgins awarded a $223,434 rural community development grant in a ceremony at CSRHA offices in Sacramento.    
“There is great need to support rural healthcare initiatives in California. This grant will help sustain economic viability in several rural communities,” said Higgins. “President Bush has made a strong commitment to improve the quality of life in rural America, and this program specifically supports initiatives like this to strengthen rural healthcare delivery.”
The Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI) grant will be used to develop comprehensive and effective fundraising and capital campaign strategies to these health provider organizations: Butte Valley Health Center, Dorris; Mendocino Coast Clinics, Fort Bragg; Southern Inyo Healthcare District, Lone Pine; Tulelake Health Center, Tulelake; Warner Community Resource Center, Warner Springs; Glenn Medical Center, Willows; and Siskiyou Family Healthcare, Yreka.

Lauri Medeiros,  CSRHA executive director, expressed thanks to USDA Rural Development for the funds.  
“The seven rural health facilities in this project are located in very small rural communities and have in common great challenges to provide adequate healthcare to their residents,” said Medeiros. “The California State Rural Health Association is delighted the USDA recognizes rural health facilities as essential to the economic growth and health of rural communities, and we sincerely appreciate their partnership.”  
The grant will fund education and training to increase the leadership skills and capacity of boards and management staff to begin the implementation of capital campaign projects. 
“These rural communities will benefit tremendously from an opportunity to initiate a capital campaign, which are focused on providing improved healthcare through new or expanded facilities,” Medeiros said.
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USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 
Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
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