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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT AIDS CALIFORNIA POULTRY INDUSTRY’S ONGOING EFFORTS TO ENHANCE BIOSECURITY
Protection against diseases including avian flu and exotic Newcastle disease focus of multi-year effort
DAVIS, CA - USDA Rural Development today announced it is awarding a $125,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant to the California Poultry Federation (CPF) to assist in its efforts to educate poultry producers about poultry diseases such as avian influenza and exotic Newcastle disease.  This marks the third grant in four years that USDA Rural Development has provided to assist the Modesto-based poultry industry trade association’s ongoing biosecurity program of education and outreach to Northern and Central Valley small poultry producers and processors.  

“The California Poultry Federation will continue to work closely with veterinarians, industry, government and university personnel, and county agricultural commissioners by coordinating efforts to reach rural areas,” said State Director Benjamin Higgins. “This program will continue to strengthen our state’s firewall against diseases that can undermine the health of the poultry industry, our nation’s food security, and the economic benefits provided by poultry producers.”

The grant announced today was made possible through the Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) program, which provides financial assistance to public agencies, non-profit organizations, or tribes for encouraging the emergence of small businesses and improvement of economic conditions in rural areas.  This RBEG award is one of twelve awarded by USDA Rural Development California in 2006, totaling over $1.5 million. 

CPF President Bill Mattos said USDA Rural Development funds have helped develop educational materials and a training curriculum to help small producers and processors who provide products for ethnic and niche markets in the state. 

 

“This biosecurity program reaches out to many small producers ---- squab, chicken and turkey producers --- who do not have the resources to hire veterinarians and other specialists to develop biosecurity programs,” said Mattos. “This grant fills that void and allows us to bring all of the specialists in biosecurity together to fortify our defenses against a variety of poultry diseases.” 

 

The biosecurity program was launched in 2003 with $75,000 in USDA Rural Development funds. Another $50,000 RBEG award in 2005 augmented the industry’s biosecurity program, which includes specialists from USDA, the University of California, the California Department of Food and Agriculture and poultry industry veterinarians.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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