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Earth Day Celebration: 
Cutler-Orosi Improves Water Quality with USDA Funding  

Regional Water Treatment System Conserves Rural Resources
Cutler-Orosi, CA – April 21, 2006 – In recognition of the 37th Annual Earth Day, Janice Waddell, Community Programs Director for United States Department of Agriculture - Rural Development will make a ceremonial check presentation in the amount of $2.9 million to Tulare County Redevelopment Agency. This major funding will upgrade the Cutler-Orosi regional wastewater treatment plant that serves a 23,040-acre rural area including the communities of Cutler, Orosi, Sultana, East Orosi, Seville and Yettem with a combined population of 13,190 residents. 

“This Earth Day we are highlighting water quality - a primary focus of the Rural Utilities Program,” said Waddell, who manages Rural Development funding for water and wastewater treatment systems in California.  “By providing this and other rural communities access to modern and ecologically sound wastewater treatment plants, we are protecting the quality of groundwater supplies, safeguarding the regional watersheds, and meeting critical infrastructure needs.”

Cutler-Orosi Joint Powers Wastewater Authority (JPWA) operates the plant, originally constructed in 1958. Although several upgrades have occurred since then, the plant needs significant improvement to meet California’s stringent environmental regulatory requirements for wastewater treatment as these Tulare County communities grow. 

“Advance planning and hard work by the Cutler-Orosi JPWA staff and board insures that these communities are prepared for the future and not constantly running to catch up on environmental regulatory requirements,” said Steve Worthley Chair of the Tulare County Board 
–more-
of Supervisors. “I would like to congratulate them for their pro-active, region-wide 

solutions on behalf of their residents in many communities.”
Program and engineering staff from Rural Development worked with all six communities to develop a technically feasible, financially affordable project. Rural Development’s $2.9 million investment in this regional treatment plant consisted of a $1.9 million loan and a $1 million grant. The Environmental Protection Agency also provided a $1 million grant for this plant improvement. Without the combined support of RD and EPA, it would have been very difficult for the low-income residents of this Tulare County area to pay for this major upgrade.  

When completed, the plant will have numerous wastewater treatment improvements to better handle the varying wastewater treatment demands throughout the year, including the difficult high volume winter flows when storm runoff presents extra challenges to the treatment systems and the State’s natural watersheds.  “California’s rural communities can face severe challenges in providing this vital waste water treatment service in the face of growing populations and ever-increasing regulatory requirements” said Waddell.
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
#  #  #
NOTE TO EDITORS: 

THIS FUNDING EVENT WILL OCCUR AS FOLLOWS: 
APRIL 21, 10:30 am  
OROSI PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT OFFICE 
12488 AVE. 416, OROSI, CA
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