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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO EL CENTRO
$57,800 rural business grant will support Imperial Valley entrepreneurs, create jobs

EL CENTRO, CA - USDA Rural Development Manager Armando Aparicio today presented a ceremonial check in the amount of $57,800 to the City of El Centro for the development of a business incubation program. These grant funds will serve to provide business management assistance, business training, and other business support services to small businesses operating at the El Centro Business/Industrial Incubator facility. Corridor 
“The Bush Administration is committed to entrepreneurship, economic development, and job creation in rural areas,” said Ben Higgins, USDA Rural Development California State Director. “With this grant, we’re making an investment in small businesses that will provide a return in the form of additional jobs, higher wages, and a higher standard of living for Imperial Valley entrepreneurs and their employees.” 

The grant announced today was made possible through the Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) program, which provides financial assistance to public agencies, non-profit organizations, or tribes for encouraging the emergence of small businesses and improvement of economic conditions in rural areas.  This RBEG award is one of twelve awarded by USDA Rural Development California in 2006, totaling over $1.5 million. 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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