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RURAL DEVELOPMENT LOAN IS Rx FOR LINDSAY WELLNESS CENTER

$3 million loan is latest in more than $20 million USDA funding obtained by Lindsay 
Davis, Calif. – Plans to construct the City of Lindsay Wellness Center have received a big shot in the arm thanks to a $3 million low-interest loan from USDA Rural Development in California. Rural Development State Director Ben Higgins today announced the award of the community facility direct loan to the City of Lindsay to build the center, which will serve residents of this rural Tulare County town.   

“A major initiative of USDA Rural Development in California is to support not just the economic health of rural communities, but the health and well-being of rural residents,” said Higgins. “This loan will help establish a one-of-a-kind center for the valley.”

The new 21,000 square-foot, three-story center will include a community swimming pool, senior daycare facility, a fitness center, physical therapy facility, demonstration kitchen, café, and multi-purpose meeting rooms for the community. City Manager Scot Townsend said the new $7 million center will replace a hospital, which closed in 2000.  

“When it became obvious the hospital would not re-open, we wanted to come up with a facility that would serve the health and well-being of our citizens,” said Townsend. “There was a lot of public input and focus group discussion. We have come up with a unique concept to promote a better quality of life for our residents.”

The new wellness center will sit adjacent to a new primary care medical clinic that features a pharmacy, lab and urgent care. Long-range plans for the wellness center include telemedicine capabilities to link the needs of local patients to physicians anywhere in the world.
-more-
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The new eight-lane pool will replace the existing community pool that was built in 1948. It will serve the needs of three elementary schools, a junior high school, Lindsay High School and a local swim club, the Lindsay Skimmers. A wading pool and warm water therapy pool will complete the pool complex. 

“As their health care and recreation options have dwindled in recent years, a huge void has developed for Lindsay residents that we think is filled nicely with this wellness center,” said Townsend. “We are grateful for USDA Rural Development’s help to make this dream a reality.” 
During the check presentation for the Wellness Center, Lindsay Mayor Ed Murray noted that USDA Rural Development has invested in a variety of Lindsay projects over the last few years, including hybrid vehicles for city services, water and sewer improvements, construction of a library and both multi and single family housing.  USDA Rural Development loan and grant funds applied for, and obtained by Lindsay now total more than $20 million. 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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