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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS ECONOMIC IMPACT GRANTS
$427,719 in community development grants will help several counties


DAVIS, Calif., - Classroom computers, emergency response equipment, improved child-care facilities and other critical items are now a reality for some of California’s most impoverished rural communities as a result of 11 Economic Impact Initiative (EII) grants announced today by USDA Rural Development State Director Ben Higgins.  This funding, totaling $427, 719, will assist in improving the condition of emergency response systems, as well as educational and childcare facilities in several rural communities.
“These communities have a demonstrated need for economic development, improved community services and enhanced preparations for emergencies,” said Higgins. “The grants we’re announcing today are a solid investment in their future, and represent one more way that the Bush Administration is working to provide rural Americans with the same amenities and services enjoyed by their urban and suburban counterparts.” 

One of the aims of the EII program is to provide much needed equipment to rural first responder agencies.  Over the last five years, USDA Rural Development has invested more than $54 million in the Golden State to augment the capabilities of first responders and law enforcement agencies in rural areas. These funds have been used by rural communities to purchase police cars, fire trucks, emergency rescue equipment and communications devices. 


The list of EII grants awarded to California includes:

Niland Fire District, Imperial County, $75,000 grant for a new emergency response 
vehicle.

Heber Elementary School District, Imperial County, $50,000 grant for computers in 

classrooms.
Salton Community Services District, Imperial County, $22,275 grant for fire department 

dispatch radios.
City of San Joaquin, Fresno County, two grants totaling $61,890 to repair a roof and 

rehabilitate and purchase equipment for a preschool.
City of Parlier, Fresno County, $33,000 grant for new computers, monitors and a server 


for the police department.
Orange Cove Fire Protection District, Fresno County, $19,525 grant to repair a roof on a 
fire station.
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Ivanhoe Memorial District, Tulare County, $19,875 grant to repair a roof.
Earlimart Elementary School District, Tulare County, $39,690 grant for a canopy in the 

eating area.
San Pasqual Valley Union School District, San Diego County, $46,464 grant for a 

computer center.
Colusa County Office of Education, $60,000 grant for renovation of a child care building.

EII grants will assist a total of 243 applicants with community development projects in rural areas located in 31 states and U.S. territories.  Funds are devoted to eligible communities with a not employed rate of greater than 19-1/2 percent.  
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.2 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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