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USDA Rural Development Provides $200,000 in Grants for 

Airport Infrastructure

Kern, County – November 7, 2003 – Paul Venosdel, State Director of the USDA Rural Development in California was on hand today to make two ceremonial check presentations of over $200,000 for airport infrastructure in City of California City and Mojave.


The City recently received a Rural Business Enterprise Grant from the USDA Rural Development in the amount of $65,000 to be used for the Airport Industrial Park Utility Infrastructure Project, which will extend the electric, gas and phone service in the park.  The City had previously received a $65,000 grant for installation of the water line at the airport.


The East Kern Airport District (Mojave) also received a Rural Business Enterprise Grant in the amount of $75,000 to remodel a 10,000 square foot building so it is available for a number of small tenants instead of a large single tenant.  This grant will assist at least two businesses and create/retain ten jobs.


Rural Business Enterprise Grants are awarded to eligible and experienced intermediaries who in turn assist in the development of small and emerging business enterprises in rural areas.  Grants may be made to public bodies, such as cities, counties and education institutions), private non-profit corporations (including economic development corporations engaged in administering financial assistance programs) and federally recognized Indian Tribes.  Eligible activities include, but are not limited to, technical assistance for small and emerging rural businesses, capital expenditures, essential infrastructure to a business site to allow business development to occur, funding to establish and recapitalize relending programs that provide gap financing and job training/workforce development.


USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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