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Calcot, Ltd. receives grant from USDA Rural Development for 
Value Added Development

Monday, March 29, 2004 -  Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California was in Bakersfield today to meet with representatives from Calcot, Ltd., to present a ceremonial check in the amount of $337,400 for their value-added agricultural product market development grant.  California received a total of 20 grants totaling over $4 million 

Authorized as part of the 2002 Farm Bill, the Value-Added Agriculture Product Market Development Grants program provides an opportunity to refine agricultural commodities and products to increase their value in the marketplace.  It is a way to help eligible producers of agricultural commodities, agricultural product groups, farmer and rancher cooperatives, and majority-owned producer-based business ventures develop business plans for viable marketing opportunities and develop strategies to create marketing opportunities in emerging markets.

“USDA is proud to partner with innovative and cutting edge market development cooperatives and companies,” said Venosdel.  

Calcot, Ltd. will use the grant money to conduct a feasibility study of adding value to retail cotton products by direct marketing with an identity preservation themed program.  


USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting our web site at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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