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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERS ASSISTANCE FOR HOME REPAIRS
Fresno field office invites public to learn about 504 programs
Fresno, Calif. – Leaky roofs, poor insulation and uneven floors. Low-income homeowners, faced with daunting repair projects, can find help as close as the USDA Rural Development office in Fresno. Rural Development offers loan and grant programs to assist residents in rural areas make repairs to modest homes through its Single Family Housing 504 programs, according to Sally Tripp, Rural Development Manager of the Fresno office.

“Help is available to qualifying low-income residents to modernize and repair homes,” said Tripp. “Our loan program helps fund installation and repair of water and sewer hook-ups, roofing, insulation and repairs to basic defects.”
The 504 loan program offers residents up to $20,000 for a 20-year, 1 percent loan. Applicants must have limited resources and be unable to get credit from other lending sources. The Single Family Housing 504 grant program is offered to very low income homeowners who are 62 years and older. Tripp said applicants may be able to combine the grant with the 504 loan.

“The grant maximum is $7,500 and it can be used for making a substandard home safe, sanitary and decent,” said Tripp. “If they are eligible, homeowners may be able to combine the grant and the 504 loan in the event that they face more substantial repairs.”

Information about the 504 programs is available by contacting the Fresno office, 4625 Jennifer Street, Suite 126, Fresno, CA 93722 or by calling (559) 276-7494, extension 4. 
“There’s a lot to what Rural Development can offer through a variety of loan and grant programs to help rural communities,” said Tripp. “Many people think USDA Rural Development is a ‘farmer’ agency, but in fact, our mission is to create jobs, promote affordable housing, encourage small rural businesses, improve schools, libraries, police and fire departments, and improve community infrastructure.   I think people would be truly surprised to learn of all that we do in Fresno County.”
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USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
NEWS RELEASE 








