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HELPING FAMILIES OWN THEIR FUTURE
Rural Development Celebrates National Homeownership Month
DAVIS, Calif. - June 7, 2006 – While home makeover programs chronicling the renovation of townhouses, farmhouses, and even outhouses have exploded in popularity recently, USDA Rural Development  has been working for more than 70 years to provide affordable and safe housing to rural families. During June, National Homeownership Month, USDA Rural Development California is celebrating the success of its Mutual Self-Help Housing program. Through this program, families utilize their own labor to reduce the construction costs of their own homes. USDA Rural Development provides grants to non-profit organizations to oversee construction, and provides affordable mortgages to the new homeowners. 
“Owning a home is an important component of the American dream,” said USDA Rural Development State Director Ben Higgins. “Our Mutual Self-Help Housing program is making important strides towards fulfilling President Bush’s goal of helping 5.5 million minorities become homeowners by the end of this decade.” 
Self-Help Housing families spend a minimum of 40 hours per week on their home construction, working next to the 10 to 12 other families in the development, also building their own homes. Typical projects take from 10 to 14 months to complete all homes in the development. At the end, the families have new homes in a safe and secure neighborhood where they know everyone as a result of their team effort. “These families are constructing tight-knit communities, but they are also starting to build personal wealth with a home equity base they can use to eventually fund their children’s college educations, or start and expand a rural business,” noted Higgins.” 
Kicking-off a month-long series of home dedications and events around the state, today in the Sutter County city of Live Oak, Higgins congratulated and presented certificates to ten families who recently completed construction of their homes, with the assistance of Mercy Housing. 
Mercy Housing, based in Sacramento, CA is one of thirteen non-profit affordable housing development companies in the Golden State that works with USDA.  Mercy Housing coordinates loan applications and then trains and supervises families as they work together to build their own homes in the USDA Mutual Self-Help Housing program.
California’s Self-Help Housing program is the largest in the nation.  Annually, Rural Development funding totals more than $120 million for Self-Help projects and other single-family housing loans and grants in the State’s rural communities. 

Since 2000, Rural Development in California has provided over $708 million in loans and grants for rural single family housing development and improvement. During this time, USDA has helped over 5,382 California families move into their own home or improve their current home. Nationally, the Bush Administration has invested $21.4 billion to help nearly 250,000 families become homeowners. 
As part of the Homeownership Month focus, State Director Higgins will be visiting four other Self-Help Housing sites where USDA Rural Development funds are being put to work in rural communities.  
On June 9, Higgins will be in Hamilton City in Butte County at the Palisades subdivision site developed by Community Housing Improvement Project. On June 15 and June 16, Higgins will first visit the Earlimart Self-Help Subdivision in Tulare County developed by Self-Help Enterprises and then visit the Walnut Place Subdivision in Greenfield, Monterey County by Community Housing Improvement Systems Planning Association (CHISPA).  The last visit is June 23 in Forestville, Sonoma County at the Meadowlark subdivision developed by Burbank Housing. 
Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $54 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca. 
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