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USDA Rural Development Offers Help in Times of Trouble
By Ben Higgins, State Director, USDA Rural Development

Word count: 400
January’s powerful winter storms, which gorged rivers and creeks in many areas of the state, are reminders that California is not immune from the effects of natural disasters. Over the years, California has endured its share of floods, fires, earthquakes, freezes and droughts. But in times of trouble, rural residents and communities can turn to U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development for help. 

In 2005, USDA Rural Development in California invested nearly $344 million in loans, grants and technical assistance to rural areas. These funds helped purchase new fire trucks and police cars, and computers for schools. It supported affordable low-income housing and helped make repairs to wildfire-ravaged community water systems. Importantly, in the aftermath of storms, fires, floods and other disasters, funds also help rural homeowners with home repairs, weatherization, insulation, and projects to remove health and safety hazards. 
USDA Rural Development’s Section 504 Repair Housing Loan and Grant Program aids homeowners in rural towns, generally those with a population up to 25,000 and not part of an urban area.  
 

The maximum loan amount is $20,000, with an interest rate of 1 percent and up to 20 years repayment.  Section 504 grants of up to $7,500 to remove health and safety hazards are also available to homeowners 62 years or older who are unable to finance their repairs.


In 2005, Rural Development awarded more than $1 million in 504 program funds to qualifying rural residents.  Applicants must be homeowners with incomes under 50 percent of the median family income of the area and either a U.S. citizen or permanent resident legally admitted to the United States.  Our local staff will work with those who apply to determine their eligibility before the paperwork is filled out. Loans generally take 30- to 45-days to process.

Help for rural residents is only a call or click away.  Learn more about the Section 504 program from USDA Rural Development in California by contacting one of our 25 local offices, between Eureka and El Centro. You can find a list at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca/offices/index.htm.

California is a great place to live with its sunny beaches and some of the most beautiful lakes, mountains and valleys in the entire world. But when rivers overflow and inundate rural neighborhoods, USDA Rural Development can be a bridge over troubled waters for rural residents.  It is just another example of USDA Rural Development’s commitment to the future of rural communities.
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