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USDA Provides Funding for Farm Labor Housing Project
 in Lamont

Tuesday, March 30, 2004 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development joined local farm workers, representatives from the Housing Authority of the County of Kern and other local officials at the grand opening ceremony of the reconstruction of the Arvin Farm Labor Center – Sunset Camp, located in Lamont, CA.


The Arvin Farm Labor Center is an 88 unit rental housing development for seasonal agricultural workers.  The complex for migrant workers features 58 newly constructed housing units and 30 rehabilitated units.  USDA Rural Development provided $2.5 million in loan and grant funds for this project.  The site includes a childcare center, a office/shop, two laundry rooms as well as housing for the housing manager and assistant housing manager.


“Last fiscal year USDA Rural Development in California committed over $23 million in affordable housing for 1,713 farm worker families,” said Venosdel.  “This project is another example of USDA’s commitment to meeting the needs of the many hard working families who play such a critical role in California’s farm economy.”


USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca
#

“Committed to the future of rural communities.”
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA. Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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