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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS MARIPOSA COMPOSTING FACILITY
$5 million in funds finance state-of-the-art waste composting project
Davis, Calif. – Earth Day is still a month away, but a new mixed solid waste composting facility in Mariposa, financed by $5 million in loan and grant funds from USDA Rural Development in California, begins delivering environmental and economic benefits today with the project’s grand opening. USDA Rural Development State Director Ben Higgins commended the project, built with a $3.2 million loan and $1.8 million grant from the federal agency’s Community Programs/Rural Utilities Program.    
“Rural Development has invested millions in rural communities in the past year, and it is gratifying to see a project like this, which addresses a problem by creating positive benefits for local residents and the environment,” said Higgins. “It is an example of government working together for the benefit of rural communities.”

  Funding for the new facility involves a partnership that includes $1.3 million from Mariposa County and $1.9 million grant from the National Park Service. Mariposa County Project Manager Fred Solomon said waste collected by the county and from the Yosemite National Park will be converted into compost and applied as cover in the county landfill and for other uses. 
 “This project would not have been possible without the grant and loan from USDA Rural Development and the assistance of Rep. George Radanovich, who assisted us in securing a grant from the National Park Service,” said Solomon. “Without this project, the first of its kind in California, the useful life of the current landfill cell is estimated at six years. The compost project will divert more than 60 percent of the waste from the landfill, extending the useful life to 20 to 30 years.” 
The composting facility will occupy about three acres of the 59-acre landfill. The facility will use a composting system that processes the incoming waste stream to separate the compostable fraction from the total waste stream. Solomon said it is designed to handle about 80 tons of waste daily.
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Page 2 – Funds Help Produce Green Benefits
“Mariposa and Yosemite National Park will benefit economically from this landfill life extension,’ said Solomon. “The cost to create a landfill disposal area elsewhere would be beyond the financial ability of Mariposa County and Yosemite National Park, and they would be significant additional costs to transport waste to another distant location out of the county.” 
Rural Development’s Ben Higgins noted that the official celebration of Earth Day is April 22, but he said USDA Rural Development is involved in many projects all year long that promote economic and environmental health in rural communities. 

“Of note is our Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program, which funds anaerobic digesters on dairies, and geothermal-, hydrogen-, solar-, biomass- and wind-powered projects to boost domestic clean, renewable energy sources,” said Higgins. “It is an important way that Rural Development partners with farmers, ranchers and rural businesses to reduce our dependence on foreign energy sources, strengthening rural economies.”

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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