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McKinleyville Gets New Emergency Vehicle Thanks to a Grant from USDA Rural Development

McKinleyville, CA – March 18, 2004 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California was in the area today to join representatives from the Humboldt Amateur Radio Club (HARC) and local officials from McKinleyville for a ribbon cutting ceremony to officially dedicate the new mobile emergency communication vehicle and equipment.


USDA Rural Development provided a $10,914 grant through the Community Facilities Loan and Grant Program, which provides funding for essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000. The loans and grants provide facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue and public safety and public building and improvements.


Currently the HARC has a mobile communication vehicle based in the Eureka which serves Eureka and the areas south of Eureka in Humboldt County.  This new vehicle will be based in McKinleyville so in instances when access to bridges is unavailable during an emergency, there will be a vehicle available north of Eureka.  The vehicle and equipment will also be used when providing disaster preparedness in schools and at community events.

“I’m glad the dedicated first responders in Humboldt County will now have a new emergency vehicle and necessary equipment so they may continue to provide outstanding service to the community,” said Venosdel. “Community facilities such as this emergency vehicle are essential to rural communities.”

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural

Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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