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USDA INVESTS $5.3 MILLION INTO MENDOCINO COUNTY ECONOMY

Mendocino County, CA – April 19, 2004 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development spent the day in Mendocino County making ceremonial check presentations totaling over $5.3 million for a water project, a health clinic, and a grant for planning and development of a native American institute. 

The first stop was  to participate in a ceremony held at the Laytonville Fire Station, to present a $3.6 million ceremonial check to the Laytonville County Water District to be used to improve water source and storage facilities, increase fire protection and alleviate health violations.  This project was also essential for the completion of the new high school, as it provided the needed fire protection.  The funds for this project were provided through the utilities loan program.  

Under the big tent in Willits, a ceremonial check in the amount of $1.6 million was presented to representatives from the Mendocino Community Health Clinic, Inc., for the purchase of the Little Lake Health Center, which will provide basic and specialized medical services for the underserved in Willits.  Over the past six years, USDA Rural Development has provided over $4.6 million to the Mendocino Community Health Clinics, Inc. for health clinics in Ukiah, Lakeport and this one in Willits.


“Helping rural communities in California improve the quality of life is really what we are all about,” said Venosdel.  “Projects like these are vital to a community and we applaud all those involved for their hard work and dedication in seeing these projects through.”  Venosdel also said that over the last five years USDA Rural Development has invested over $21 million (including a $33,750 grant to install a 300-watt dual weather radio and antenna at Ukiah) in homeownership, business development and community and technology infrastructure in Mendocino County.

During his trip to Mendocino County, Venosdel also visited the Redwood Valley Little River Band of Pomo Indians to accept a copy of the feasibility study produced by the Tribe which will assist with cultural restoration and economic development in Mendocino County.  USDA Rural Development provided a $72,017 Rural Business Opportunity Grant for this project.  Representatives from the Pomo Indians provided a guided tour through the garden of plants used for basket weaving.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting our website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
“Committed to the future of rural communities.”
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA. Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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