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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFERS WORKSHOP ON 

HOME REPAIR ASSISTANCE

Merced field office invites public to learn about its 504 programs
Merced, Calif. – Low-income homeowners, including senior citizens, may be eligible for loans and grants for home repairs from the USDA Rural Development in California. The USDA Rural Development office in Merced will present a workshop, March 2, starting at 1 p.m., to provide details of its Single-Family Housing 504 loan and grant programs. Jose Guardado, who manages the Merced USDA Rural Development field office, invites residents of Madera, Mariposa and Merced counties to attend.

“The 504 program serves very low income people with low-interest loans to modernize or repair modest homes,” said Guardado. “The 504 grant program, for very low income residents who are 62 years or older, helps rehabilitate substandard housing to a safe, decent and sanitary condition. This workshop will provide information about both programs, and we encourage interested residents in the three counties we serve to learn more about both programs.”

The free workshop will be held at the USDA Rural Development Merced office, 2135 W. Wardrobe Ave. Suite A, in Merced. Individuals are asked to call (209) 722-4119, extension 4, no later than Feb. 28 to reserve a space.  
 “In the wake of winter storms, there may be roofs that need repair or other home repair projects that may be eligible,” said Guardado. “Typical funding for the 504 loan program is $20,000 for a 20-year loan at 1 percent. The home and lot must be modest and located in a rural area of 25,000 population or less. The 504 grant is typically $7,500. ”

Guardado said people are often surprised to learn about USDA Rural Development programs and that help is available to rural residents.
“We are a one-stop service center for rural California. In addition to single-family home repair programs, we offer loan payment guarantee programs for business, home mortgage and multi-family housing lenders; funds for renovations to farmworker housing; and grant funding to communities and non-profit economic development groups,” Guardado said. “Rural Development also helps rural cities and towns with assistance with critical community infrastructure projects, and help to first-responders like fire and police departments.”
-more-
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USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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