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KERN COUNTY TO USE $190,000 FROM USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR GROWTH, JOBS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Bakersfield, CA—July 8, 2004  -  At an event held today in Bakersfield, USDA Rural Development State Director Paul Venosdel made ceremonial check presentations totaling over $190,000 to three Kern County grantees—Kern County Economic Development Corporation (Kern County EDC), City of California City and the East Kern Airport District.
The largest grant for $80,000 was awarded to the Kern Economic Development Corporation (EDC) for an effort to seek and involve a group of small local businesses in an effort to develop and improve Kern County’s economy.  Through follow up on growth opportunities for small business in the area, the project will also generate more jobs for local residents.   
Another grant for $65,000 was given to the California City to develop a 27-acre plot of land, providing new waterline, sewer and road improvements along California City Boulevard for realigning existing and future businesses in the area.  Infrastructure improvements on the parcel of land would redirect city business growth along the main street, California City Boulevard.  This will enable businesses to better utilize the California City’s main flow of traffic.  
The third grant in the amount of $50,000 was presented to East Kern Airport District.   Funds from the grant will be used to improve a 10,000 square foot building located at the Mojave Airport Industrial Park for current and future businesses.  

“The Bush Administration is committed to economic development, job opportunity and improving infrastructure in rural areas,” said Venosdel.  “These investments will help Kern County grow stronger and will help improve the quality of life for rural citizens.  
All three grants were made possible through the Rural Development Enterprise Grant (RBEG) program, which provides financial assistance to public agencies, non-profit organizations, or Indian groups for encouraging the emergence of small businesses and improvement of economic conditions in rural areas.  Areas with demonstrated need are given higher priority in receiving aid. 

USDA Rural Development is a leading provider of programs addressing rural economic and developmental needs.   The agency is able to administer its programs through three subdivisions: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service.  For more information on how USDA Rural Development programs can help you and your community, visit your local USDA regional office or the Rural Development website at www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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