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Valley Specialty Crop Co-Operatives 

Win Farm Bill Funds

April 21, 2003 – Stockton, CA - At a ceremony held today, Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development and Congressman Richard Pombo presented $795,000 in ceremonial checks to representatives from Pacific Coast Producers and Diamond Walnut Growers, representing funds they received as part of the 2002 Farm Bill Value-Added Product Development Grant program.

“Today is a great day for the members of these two specialty crop co-ops and the many people they employ,” said Paul Venosdel, State Director for USDA-Rural Development.  These highly competitive Farm Bill funds will support the two specialty crop co-operative’s efforts to increase commodity sales through innovative marketing strategies. “It’s a pleasure to back these efforts to stimulate sales of walnuts, peaches, pears and other fresh fruit, thereby strengthening the agricultural business climate and protecting jobs for families,” said Venosdel.

Pacific Coast Producers will use their $450,000 grant for the production of single serve fruit bowls.  Peaches, pears, and a variety of other fresh fruit are packaged into four ounce single serving containers in fruit juice/syrup or flavored gel for immediate consumption. 

The Diamond Walnut Growers received a $345,000 grant that will be used to introduce Diamond Glazed Walnuts into the snack category in approximately 80 percent of domestic retail grocery, drug, club and mass merchandiser outlets.  By marketing Glazed Walnuts as a snack product, Diamond will achieve visibility outside the baking aisle and produce department, broadening its consumer base.  

There were over 700 applications requesting more than $120 million for this grant program.  From these applications, 231 grants in 43 states totaling over $37 million were awarded, which will fund a variety of agricultural ventures such as renewable energy, agri-marketing, high-value products from major crops and commodities.  In California there were 12 grants awarded totaling over $2.4 million.  Recipients are required to obtain matching funds which will double the impact of the USDA grants.  

The USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by visiting USDA’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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