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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PRESENTS CHILDREN WITH AWARDS FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN AGENCY SPONSORED CRIME AND DRUG PREVENTION CONTEST


Delano, CA – April 7, 2003 – At a ceremony held today at the Homer Harrison Apartments, 16 children from the International Village Apartment Complex in Delano, CA, were recognized for their participation in the recently conducted Red Ribbon Drug and Crime Poster and Essay Contest sponsored by the USDA Rural Development. 


The purpose of the Agency’s participation in the campaign is to send a strong message to borrowers and complex residents that USDA Rural Development does not condone drug or criminal activities at properties that it has financed. The theme for this year’s contest was “Life is a Journey that Starts at Home”.  There were 75 children statewide, ages 5-14, who participated in the contest.  Each child received a T-shirt for their creative efforts.


From the International Village Complex Ramon Martinez and his sister Nancy Martinez were Co-Grand Prize Winners in age groups 11-14 and 5-7 respectfully.  Other winners were Griselda Jimenez, 2nd place for her poster in the 8-10 age group; Estaban Vega and Omar Mendez both received Honorable Mention awards for their posters, and Roschelle Pantoja was awarded 1st place for her essay in the 11-14 age group.


“It was evident from the outstanding posters we received from this contest that the children and their families are focusing on preventing crimes and drugs from coming into their neighborhoods,” said Paul Venosdel, California State Director with the USDA Rural Development.


For information on USDA Rural Development and the programs provided, visit our website at:  www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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