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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PRESENTS CHILDREN WITH AWARDS FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN AGENCY SPONSORED CRIME AND DRUG PREVENTION CONTEST


Gridley, CA – April 17, 2003 – At a ceremony held today at the Butte County Housing Authority in Gridley, CA, 18 children were recognized for their participation in the recently conducted Red Ribbon Drug and Crime Poster and Essay Contest sponsored by the USDA Rural Development. 


The purpose of the Agency’s participation in the campaign is to send a strong message to borrowers and complex residents that USDA Rural Development does not condone drug or criminal activities at properties that it has financed. The theme for this year’s contest was “Life is a Journey that Starts at Home”.  There were 75 children statewide, ages 5-14, who participated in the contest.  Each child received a T-shirt for their creative efforts.


While all the children who participated in the contest were winners, some of the were recognized for their efforts and presented with awards. Those children were:  Anayeli Corona, 2nd place for her poster in the 11-14 age group; Stephanie Rivera, 3rd place for her poster in the 11-14 age group; and Cali Garcia, Jose Mayorga, Miguel Medina, and Lupe Hernandez who all received Honorable Mention awards.


“It was evident from the outstanding posters we received from this contest that the children and their families are focusing on preventing crimes and drugs from coming into their neighborhoods,” said Paul Venosdel, California State Director with the USDA Rural Development.


For information on USDA Rural Development and the programs provided, visit our website at:  www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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