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RURAL DEVELOPMENT LOAN AWARDED TO UKIAH CHILDREN’S GROUP
$610,000 loan will help establish new home for Redwood Children’s Services, Inc.
Davis, Calif. – USDA Rural Development in California has awarded a $610,000 low-interest loan to Redwood Children’s Services Inc. (RCS) to establish a new office in Ukiah.  Rural Development Acting State Director Bob Anderson said the loan will be used to purchase and renovate a building that will house the agency, which serves children in Lake and Mendocino counties.
“Rural Development is very pleased to play a role to support outreach to at-risk children in rural areas through loans to groups like RCS,” said Anderson. “Rural Development has a history of supporting programs to help youth, because there’s no better way to build better rural communities than by investing in the health and well-being of children.”

Redwood Children's Services is a non-profit agency that provides specialized care and services to foster children and their families in Mendocino and Lake Counties. Currently the agency, housed in rented space in Ukiah, operates 50 foster homes and provides ongoing training to foster parents. 
Camille Schraeder, RCS founder and executive director, said the 30-year, low-interest Rural Development loan will help purchase and renovate a 3,000 square-foot building at 780 S. Dora Street.
“Funding for foster care has not increased in the last five years and having a low-interest loan is the only way we could have purchased a property at this time, said Schraeder. “The opportunity to buy a building in a great location presented itself and the Community Facility loan allowed us to seize the moment.”
Schraeder, a foster child herself and active in community child abuse prevention programs, founded RCS in 1995. Her organization has served more than 1,000 foster children. It operates Foster Family Agency, which provides training for foster parents; Clover House and Crossroads, group homes for girls, ages 7 through 17; a transitional housing placement program; and Children’s Therapeutic Services, which provides therapy, group rehabilitation and therapeutic behavioral support to foster children. 
“RCS appreciates the opportunity to have permanent home for our administrative offices. Foster Family Agency and Transitional Housing Program, “said Schraeder. “We will be able to provide independent living skills training for our Transitional age youth in a location that is more accessible and closer to schools and the business community.” 

-more-
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Information about RCS is available at http://rcs4kids.org.  
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available by visiting the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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