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35 Families in Reedley Receive USDA Awards for Their “Sweat Equity”

May 4, 2004 – Reedley, CA – After 18 months of hard work and dedication, 35 families from Reedley were on hand today to receive completion certificates from USDA Rural Development in California, and began moving into their brand new homes, built from the ground up with their own hands.
The single-family homes were built under the USDA’s Mutual Self-Help Housing Program, a public/private partnership.  USDA Rural Development provided a technical assistance grant to Self-Help Enterprises, Inc., who in turn acquired land in Reedley and supervised these families as they constructed their homes.  The families worked on-site for at least 40 hours per week, which in turn gave the family “sweat equity” in their homes.  The new homes raise property values, increase economic development opportunities and provide stability to the community. 

“Led by the efforts of Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman, USDA is reinforcing our commitment to work with our affordable housing partners through the Mutual Self-Help Housing Program to expand homeownership opportunities for rural individuals and families,” said Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California.


USDA Rural Development is aggressively implementing President George W. Bush’s goals for greater access to homeownership opportunities.  Through his Minority Home Ownership Initiative, President Bush has set a national goal of 5.5 million additional minority homeowners by the end of 2010.  The mutual self-help housing program is one way to help achieve this goal.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Additional information about rural programs is available at the local USDA Rural Development office or on USDA's Web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov 
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“Committed to the future of rural communities.”
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA. Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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