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USDA California Director Announces USDA Grant to 
Rural-CAN Organization

Chico, CA – October 20, 2004 – Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California announced the award of a $49,000 rural development grant to the Rural California Action Network (Rural-CAN). Venosdel was in town today to make a ceremonial check presentation to Betty Riley, Program Director and President of the Sierra Economic Development District and Dan Ripke, Director, Center for Economic Development. 


Rural-CAN is a collaboration of several rural focused organizations formed to address a number of rural issues and underserved rural areas.  The primary purpose of Rural-CAN is to improve coordination and cooperation between various federal, state, and local level groups and organizations.  The project hopes to strengthen ties between local communities and governments by way of promoting strong local leadership and encouraging comprehensive solutions to rural development issues.


“We are committed to ensuring that investments in rural California continue to bring new economic opportunities and an improved quality of life to rural families and communities,” said Venosdel.

The funds for this project were funded through the rural business opportunity grant program which is used to promote sustainable economic development in rural communities with exceptional needs.  Eligible entities are public bodies, private non-private corporations, Federal recognized tribal groups and cooperatives with members that are primarily residents and that conduct activities for the mutual benefit of the members.

Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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