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USDA Grant to Bring San Lucas Water System Up-to-Date
San Lucas, CA – May 4, 2004 -  Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development today announced the approval of $709,100 in federal funding from USDA Rural Development to the San Lucas County Water District for upgrades to the San Lucas water treatment facility.  Additional funding was provided by Monterey County and Community Housing Improvement Systems and Planning Association, Inc., (CHISPA).

The community of San Lucas is located at the Southern end of Monterey County, south of King City.  It is an unincorporated town with a population of approximately 600.  The aging water system is in need of improvements to distribution and storage facilities as well as increased fire protection.  This funding will correct these problems, as well as provide a new pump house, larger distribution lines and increased fire protection with additional fire hydrants.   


Ninety-two percent (92%) of the total estimated project cost will be in the form of a grant.  USDA Rural Development contributed the largest grant in the amount of $627,500.


“The real winners here are the residents of San Lucas because these funds will prevent their water rates from skyrocketing to unaffordable levels,” said Paul Venosdel, State Director, USDA Rural Development in California.  “Projects like these are vital to a community and we applaud all those involved for their hard work and dedication in seeing this project through.”


Congressman Sam Farr cited this as a prime example of how federal, state, county and local agencies can work together effectively to help a needy community achieve their dream of high quality, abundant water.  
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs that increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Additional information about rural programs is available at the local USDA Rural Development office or on USDA's Web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov 
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