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MEDIA ACCREDITATION EXTENDED FOR MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE AND EXPO ON AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

WASHINGTON, April 15, 2003 – Media accreditation for U.S. and U.S.-based foreign media has been extended to May 15, 2003, to attend the Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agricultural Science and Technology, June 23-25, 2003, in Sacramento, Calif.

FOCUS:
The conference will focus on the critical role science and technology can play in raising sustainable agricultural productivity in developing countries, with the goal of boosting food availability and improving nutrition.  

INVITEES:
· Ministers of Agriculture from about 180 nations.  (Science and Technology, Environment and Trade Ministers may also attend).
· Speakers and technical experts from U.S. and foreign government agencies, international organizations and research institutes, private industry, nongovernmental organizations, universities, U.S. state departments of agriculture and members of the U.S. Congress.

UPDATED SCHEDULE:
Monday, June 23

· Opening plenary.  Presentations by U.S. government officials, developing country ministers and private sector representatives.  Open to media with live feed to Media Center and USDA website.  

· Concurrent breakout sessions on options for policymakers to increase access to technologies.  Open to media, but space limited.

· Technology Expo open to media.

Tuesday, June 24

· Concurrent breakout sessions on agricultural production, processing and marketing technologies.  Open to media, but space limited.

· Concurrent breakout sessions on overcoming the technology divide in developing countries by integrating policy and science.  Open to media, but space limited.

· Closing plenary.  Presentations by U.S. government officials and developing country ministers.  Open to media with live feed to Media Center and USDA website.

· Technology Expo open to media.

Wednesday, June 25

· Technology Expo open to media.
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MEDIA FACILITIES:
Located at the Sacramento Convention Center, 1030 15th Street, Sacramento, Calif.

· Media center—Accommodates up to 160 reporters with workstations, television monitors, fax machines, mult boxes and video distribution capability.

· Off-site media area—Provides an area for one-on-one interviews off site.

· Media briefing room—Accommodates up to 70 reporters for media availabilities and press conferences by attendees.

· U.S. government and expo press room—Provides general assistance and information to the media, including facilitating interviews.

HOW TO APPLY:
To apply for accreditation, go to the conference website at http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/stconf/conf_main.htm, click on registration, click on “all other invited participants,” click on U.S. media and follow the instructions.  All media must fill out and mail the Media Accreditation Form, two identical passport-type photographs and a letter of assignment in English from their news organization on the organization’s official letterhead to the address provided on the instruction sheet by Thursday, May 15, 2003.  Access to the conference will be denied if materials are not submitted on time.  Confirmation of attendance will be provided in advance after credentials have been confirmed.  
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