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SIERRA NEVADA BEEF STEERING COMMITTEE RECEIVES VALUE-ADDED GRANT FROM USDA FARM BILL FUNDS


Davis, CA – March 13, 2003 –  During a “Niche Markets for Meat Products” short course held at UC Davis, Paul Venosdel, State Director of the USDA Rural Development in California made a ceremonial check presentation in the amount of $36,300, to the Sierra Nevada Beef Steering Committee for a value-added agriculture development grant. 

The grant will be used to conduct a feasibility study and develop a business plan for developing high-end direct marketing opportunities for the region’s beef cattle producers.  Specifically, this project will assist local ranchers in marketing premium ground beef to consumers through area resorts, restaurants and retail outlets.  A group of local ranchers, along with a variety of technical advisors, have formed the Sierra Nevada Beef Steering Committee to evaluate opportunities for marketing locally produced beef.


“Projects like this one will bring new opportunities for creating value-added agricultural products that provide real investment in our rural communities,” said Paul Venosdel, USDA Rural Development State Director in California.  “These grants support the President’s economic growth and energy initiatives.”

Value-added products are defined as a change in physical state or form of the product, the production of a product in a manner that enhances its value, as demonstrated through a business plan or the physical segregation of an agricultural commodity or product in a manner that results in the enhancement of the value of the commodity or product.  Value-added also includes using any agricultural product or commodity to produce renewable energy on a farm or ranch.

The Niche Markets for Meat Products Short Course, sponsored by UC Center for Cooperatives, UC Cooperative Extension, USDA, Rural Development, and the High Sierra Resource & Development Council, focused on providing livestock producers with relevant and practical information on niche markets.

The USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office. Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA’s website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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