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California has long been an agricultural powerhouse with a veritable alphabet of more than 250 agricultural commodities, valued at more than $30 billion. But the agricultural diversity and monetary might of the state’s number-one industry would not be possible without vibrant rural communities. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development in California stokes the fires of rural economies by creating jobs, improving economic development and increasing affordable housing, and strengthening critical community and technology infrastructure.  

Rural Development is the lead agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture providing a wellspring of economic development loans, grants and technical assistance to rural communities through 25 field offices in California. In short, USDA Rural Development responds to the pressing and diverse needs of rural communities. 

In the past, we have supported improvements to water and sewer systems, single and multi-family housing, farmworker housing and vital resources for first responders. Rural Development promotes economic development with guaranteed loans to businesses through banks and community-managed lending pools and by offering grants to public bodies and non-profit organizations. Rural Development provides technical assistance to businesses and communities on a variety of projects. 

 Important improvements have been made to infrastructure, such as improvements and repairs to water and sewer systems that serve rural residents in many areas. Utilities and community facilities loans and grants have helped rural law enforcement agencies purchase SWAT team surveillance equipment, thermal imaging equipment, patrol cars and communications equipment. Grants have resurfaced community pools, improved youth recreation facilities and improved community centers for the enjoyment of kids, young people and families in several areas.

Rural Development initiatives to help develop single-family and multi-family housing have significantly improved the outlook for individuals and families. 
Rural Development is also involved in another area of housing of significance to major agricultural counties. For years, there has been a great need for affordable and decent housing for farmworkers, who are invaluable to the success of California agriculture. Through Rural Development grants, millions of dollars have been allocated to construct new housing and renovate existing housing for farm worker families. 

There’s more to Rural Development than creating jobs and spurring business development and housing; it is also playing an important role in rural education. Rural Development, in a partnership with local school districts, has provided new computers and other services for students.  
When you add it all up, Rural Development invested about $344 million in loans, grants and technical assistance to rural communities in fiscal 2005. With the theme, “Committed to the future of rural communities,” USDA Rural Development in California will continue its outreach to individuals, businesses and families. 

To learn more about USDA Rural Development and the ways that it touches the lives of rural citizens in your area, call your local office or visit the USDA Rural Development California web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).


