ELIGIBILITY

This narrative must include a detailed discussion of how you meet the eligibility requirements by being a(n):

1) Independent producer, producer group, farmer or rancher controlled cooperative or majority-controlled producer based business

2) How you are entering an emerging market as a result of the proposed project (independent producers do not have to be entering an emerging market)

3) No project may the subject of more than one Planning grant and one Working Capital grant

4) You cannot receive more than one grant during this period

5) The total amount to any recipient cannot exceed $500,000.

A detailed discussion, not to exceed two pages, describing how the applicant meets the definition of an independent producer, agricultural producer group, farmer or rancher cooperative, or majority-controlled producer-based business venture as outlined in the ‘‘Recipient Eligibility Requirements’’ section of the NOFA. If the applicant is an agricultural producer group, it must specifically identify the group of independent  producers on whose behalf the work will be done. In addition, the applicant must describe all organizations other than the applicant that are involved in the project. Applicants must state the percentage of the venture that will be owned and controlled by independent  producers. The applicant must also discuss the value-added product to be produced including the category of value-added as defined in the NOFA.
