                                                                   SFH SUCCESS STORY

                                                                 THOMSON GEORGIA CDO

                                                             LEVIE AND LUCILLE JACKSON

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson were already in their late 60s when they got their first FmHA loan. Moving from Wrens, GA to Thomson to be near their children was critical as Mr. Jackson was retired and his health was not as good as it once was. In May of 1987, FmHA made the couple a direct 502 loan for $38,500 to build the first new house they had ever owned. It was actually the first house of any kind they had ever owned. The loan for a four bedroom house was made to Mr. and Mrs. Jackson and, initially, a grown disabled daughter and a grandson lived with them. The house they moved out of was in very poor condition and did not have an adequate heating system. 

Their new house was completed on May 21, 1987. The Jacksons have been good borrowers (and still are), meeting their obligations well, considering their very low household income. So, in early 1996 when the couple needed a few repairs and modifications to their house, it was no hard decision for the Agency to say yes. By this time Mr. Jackson’s health had deteriorated to the point that he was in a wheel chair most of the time. There was no wheelchair access and the bathroom was not equipped for someone with a handicap.

On May 15, 1996 FmHA delivered a $5000 504 loan. Approximately $2800 of this was to make modifications that would accommodate Mr. Jackson’s physical condition. In the garage, a concrete landing was constructed at the floor level of the kitchen and a mechanical wheelchair lift was installed. In the bathroom, the old bathtub was replaced by a sectional re-modelers tub with grab bars. An offset temperature mixing shower valve with a handheld shower was installed and a removable tub transfer seat was provided. For most people it would be impossible to understand just how much these improvements meant to this family.

This story does not end here. In December 2001, the Jackson’s heating system completely failed and they were without heat during one of the coldest Decembers in many years. The CDO staff was contacted on December 17th about the plight of this family and immediately made a visit to the home. By December 

19th the Jacksons were determined eligible and funds obligated for another 504 loan of $2300 to replace the HVAC system. A local HVAC company priced and installed the system the next day. This must be what “Merry Christmas” means. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson are caring, Christian people who are very appreciative of what Rural Development has been able to do for them. According to the CDO staff no visit to the Jackson home can be concluded without a prayer. Mr. Jackson says “the Lord Jesus sent USDA to us”. Mr. Jackson, who spent much of his life doing farm work, still maintains a garden from a wheelchair. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, now in their eighties, have been married for 62 years. They have 12 children and 37 grandchildren.    

This story is about what good works RD does and about the success of this family. It should not be overlooked, however, that the employees of RD often have as much to do with the success of our programs as the laws that authorize them and the funds that enable them. This story is just one example of a CDO staff that really cared. 
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