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News Release

Development Authority to receive funds to develop industrial park

A ceremonial big check for $50,000 was presented today by F. Stone Workman, State Director of USDA-Rural Development, to R. Bradley Day, Director of the Development Authority of Jefferson County, to help fund the planning of an industrial park.

"It is always an exciting day when we get to help fund a project that could house businesses that will bring jobs to a rural community," Workman said. 

The funds are being used to assist the Development Authority in the development of plans and specifications for a rural public industrial park in Louisville, Georgia. The Development Authority is sharing in the costs of the design work for the park.

The goal of the Development Authority is to help provide jobs and expand the tax base for Jefferson County, Georgia. The proposed industrial park will serve as an attraction to manufacturers, as well as service industry employers. The project has the potential to provide jobs to individuals residing in the Central Savannah River Area Enterprise Community. Jefferson County is an economically-challenged county in the state, and the industrial park is seen as a possible catalyst to reduce unemployment.

“In recent years the County has struggled with high unemployment, “ Workman said. “We recognize there is a workforce in this area that could offer a wealth of resources to rural employers.”

The Development Authority successfully competed on a national level for these funds in Fiscal Year 2002. Rural Business Opportunity Grant funds are awarded to those projects that will serve rural areas that have had long-term population decline or job deterioration. The focus of this grant program is on projects with long term sustainability in communities promoting economic development through local effort. Grant funds are to be used to provide technical assistance, training and planning activities to improve economic conditions in rural areas. 

"It is our sincere hope that these funds will serve as seed money to a brighter future for Jefferson County," Workman said.
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