Housing: How one Georgia veteran received help from Rural Development and now has a growing family!

Outline of Need: Luis Narimatsu was raised as an Army brat and met his wife Elizabeth when serving in Army Special Operations in Panama. Mr. Narimatsu began losing his eyesight to glaucoma at a very early age. Used to being the provider, Mr. Narimatsu had to go through an adjustment phase to deal with his health challenge. Mrs. Narimatsu, who spoke little English, went to work to support the family. When Luis was offered a job with the Georgia Factory for the Blind in Bainbridge, the couple moved and began renting. But they longed for a home of their own.

How Rural Development Helped:  Rural Development helped the Narimatsu's fill out their application and approved the home loan. Rural Development staff obtained funding from two other agencies, so that the Narimatsu family only had $350 in out-of-pocket expenses to get into their new home.

Results:  The Narimatsu's are now parents to an active two year old, Anna, as you can see from the photo.  Mr. Narimatsu works as a labor trades worker on an assembly line making pillows, mattresses, mops and brooms.  Mrs. Narimatsu is a stay at home mom who continues to work on her English language skills. The family is very grateful to Rural Development. Luis has said he never thought they could become homeowners, but their dream has now come true.
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