Colleen Callahan Named Illinois State Director for Rural Development 

The Obama Administration announced June 29 that Colleen Callahan will serve as Illinois State Director for Rural Development at the USDA. 

"Colleen Callahan will be an important advocate on behalf of rural communities throughout the state and help administer the valuable programs and services provided by the USDA that can enhance their economic success," said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

Callahan is currently the President of Chicago Farmers and runs Colleen Callahan Communications, where she provides communications services to a variety of organizations, including the USDA. In 2008, Callahan was a candidate for the 18th congressional district of Illinois. She has extensive experience in broadcast radio producing segments on agricultural and agribusiness issues. 

Callahan was the first woman elected as President to the National Association of Farm Broadcasting in 2002, and has received many awards for her broadcast work and contributions to agricultural associations. Her family raises purebred Angus cattle on a family farm near Kickapoo, Illinois. Callahan has a bachelor's degree in agricultural communications from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Director Callahan began her duties as Illinois state director on July 13.

