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Contact: Joan Messina (217) 403-6248
New RURAL DEVELOPMENT STATE director visits area
(Fayette, Marion and Jefferson counties)
Mt. Vernon, Ill., July 31, 2009—With little more than two weeks on the job as Illinois director of USDA Rural Development, Colleen Callahan visited the federal agency’s office in Mt. Vernon and area projects funded by the agency on Friday. Callahan was named by the Obama administration to administer the more than 40 grant and low-cost loan programs available to home buyers and owners, businesses, non-profits and communities in rural Illinois.  Callahan is also visiting the agency’s 11 other offices in Illinois.

“I’ve been looking forward to meeting our dedicated staff and seeing the projects that they have supported.  As our Area Director Rusty Wanstreet says, ‘Our goal is to make rural America a better place to live, work and play.’  Rural Development helps people help people…working with organizations, local units of government, homebuyers and businesses find an affordable way to address their needs.” 

The agency is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and provides a combination of grants, loans and loan guarantees to support rural housing, business and community development.  “With the additional funding from the American Recovery and Rehabilitation Act, we will easily surpass last year’s funding in Illinois of nearly a half billion dollars,” she said.

Callahan visited numerous projects funded by the agency, including Gateway Regional Water Co.’s water treatment plant, Salem Township Hospital and the West Frankfort business park and businesses supported by revolving loan funds to the city.  While traveling through the area, she saw the areas with funded water projects served by Sandoval, FMC Water Co., and the Northeast Marion County Water Co. The driving tour also included Centralia Village Apartments, Rend Lake College’s Marketplace child care center in Mt. Vernon and the Salem Business Park.  
Callahan owns a small business and has worked as an agribusiness broadcaster on radio and television, served as president of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters, and been a candidate for Congress.  She received her degree in agricultural communications from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  The Mt. Vernon office is located at 221 Withers Dr.  More information is available by calling 618-244-0773 ext. 5 or online at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il. 

#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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