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Ground broken for Elizabeth Wastewater Project

Elizabeth, Ill., July 10, 2009—Dignitaries gathered in Elizabeth Friday to break ground for improvements to the village’s sanitary sewer collection system and wastewater treatment plant.  The project will correct the problems created when heavy rainfall overtaxes the treatment plant and untreated sewage is discharge directly to the surface water.  


About two years ago, the village determined that it would take more than $2 million to eliminate the health hazards created by the overburdened wastewater system.  Village officials worked with USDA Rural Development to find an affordable way to finance the needed equipment, repairs and construction of an upgraded sewage treatment plant.


Improvements include replacing the lift station, renovating 93 manholes, relining 2300 feet of sewer mains along with a new pump station and an equalization tank.  


Rural Development awarded Elizabeth $2,056,000 through a grant and low cost loan in 2008.  After all the preparations were made, construction bids were let. Steep increases in fuel, steel and concrete costs, as well as some increased legal and easement costs, now brought the project cost to nearly $3 million.  The village was able to secure an additional $896,000 in funding from Rural Development.  Of the $2,952,000 provided by the agency, 73 percent of the funding was from grants.


USDA Rural Development’s Water and Environmental Program provides loans and grants to ensure that the necessary investments are made in water and wastewater infrastructure to deliver safe drinking water and protect the environment in rural areas.  The purpose of the program is to ensure that small rural communities are able to build or revitalize their water and sewer systems while keeping the rates as reasonable as possible.


Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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