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USDA ANNOUNCES $6.45 MILLION IN RURAL GRANTS

Five grants awarded to Southern Illinois organizations
CHAMPAIGN, Ill., July 2, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced the selection of recipients for $6.45 million in grants to spur economic development and revitalization in rural communities. 

“The funding announced today will be used for a broad range of economic development and revitalization projects in some of America’s neediest communities,” Vilsack said. “These investments underscore the Obama Administration’s commitment to foster a healthy business climate by helping small and emerging rural enterprises create jobs and economic opportunities.”


All five of the Illinois applicants were successful in receiving grants that totaled $498,034.  The recipients are from the Southernmost Illinois Delta Empowerment Zone, Inc. (SIDEZ) which includes all of Pulaski County and parts of Alexander and Johnson counties.


Shawnee Community College will use a $90,000 grant to purchase two semi trucks and trailers for the Shawnee College Truck Driving School.  They will trade in two other trucks and trailers purchased with Rural Development funds in 2001. Since that time, 507 students have been trained with those trucks.  The program has had 100 percent job placement for their graduates.


The College was awarded a second grant for $97,209 to purchase equipment for aviation, HVAC, and sheet metal training programs being offered in conjunction with Southern Illinois University at the Cairo Regional Airport.  The equipment will be housed in a new facility that will be built for these programs.  The facility will also house general classrooms and offices and serve as the Alexander County Extension Center.  The goal of the technical career programs is to expand the skilled workforce in the area.


Southern Illinois Stimulus Corporation (SISCO) will purchase an air/screen cleaner with its $83,640 grant.  The non-profit organization will then lease the equipment to River Bend Rice.  The company had outgrown its current facility in Alexander County and intended to leave the state.  The lease agreement will make it economically feasible for the company to move to a larger industrial facility in Cairo and keep their operations in Southern Illinois.  River Bend Rice plans to increase production at the new site and keep the seven full-time jobs and one part-time job in the area.
-more-


The Pulaski County Development Association (PCDA) received $150,000 to support the construction of an industrial building in the SISCO Regional Industrial Park near Ullin.  They received a $300,000 grant last year to assist with the project.  PCDA, which broke ground for the facility June 26, will lease the building to Master Choice Hybrid Seed Company, a small family owned business.  The larger building will allow the company to increase production, offer a wider variety of products and add six new employees.


The City of Mounds is receiving a $77,185 grant to extend a sewer line to the southern portion of the Pulaski County Development Association Business Park.  The sewer project will allow the park to accommodate four additional businesses that will ultimately create or retain 27 jobs.  

The applicants were selected to receive funding through the Rural Business Enterprise Grant program for Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities. The grants to be awarded are part of USDA Rural Development’s annual budget and are not funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Funding of each grant recipient is contingent upon the recipient meeting the conditions of the grant agreement.

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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