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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES $66.4 MILLION FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROJECTS IN RURAL AREAS

4 Illinois Projects Benefit from Recover Act Funding
WASHINGTON, July 8, 2009 — Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced the selection of nearly $66.4 million in essential community facilities projects in 33 states throughout the country that are being funded immediately with federal funds provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  This is the third wave of Recovery Act community facilities investments announced by USDA.

“Communities throughout the country are benefiting from the Recovery Act, and by building or upgrading facilities such as libraries, public buildings and community centers, we are investing in the future of rural America,” Vilsack said. “These projects will advance the Administration’s efforts to jumpstart the economy by creating jobs and economic development opportunities in hundreds of small towns.” 


In addition to the $66.4 million that USDA Rural Development is providing for the 345 projects announced today, recipients have raised $45 million from other sources.


The four projects funded in Illinois are in Carroll, Franklin, JoDaviess and White counties.  The Carroll County Fair Association will receive a loan and grant totaling $60,000 to renovate three buildings on the county fair grounds.  The 55-year old building that visitors see first as they enter the main gate needs a new roof and sides to restore the building.  The two large exhibit buildings, built in1967 and 1968, need new roofs.  The county fair is one of the biggest events in Carroll County and draws more than 25,000 people each year.  At other times, the fair grounds hosts activities for farm and city families that are affordable, fun and educational.  


The Village of Nora, a community of 118 people in JoDaviess County, will use their $50,000 grant to help them resurface the village’s streets.  They will also be able to repair pot holes and correct other minor problems.


North City, a community of 630 people in Franklin County, will receive a $30,000 grant to help the village construct a maintenance building.    It will be used to store their tractors, trucks and equipment and to provide space for village employees to complete routine maintenance on the equipment. Currently the village does not have a proper space to store and protect their equipment.

-more-

 
Indian Creek Township in Norris City in White County, recently built a community center that also houses the township offices.  With help from a $15,000 Recovery Act grant, the township will make the center more serviceable for its more than 2,000 residents by purchasing kitchen equipment and furniture.  The center is the core of the senior citizens program and is also used for community activities such as blood drives, administering flu shots and group gatherings.

The funding announced today is being is being provided through USDA Rural Development’s Community Facilities program, which helps finance essential community facilities for public use in rural areas. These facilities include childcare centers, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, fire and rescue stations, police stations, community centers, public buildings and transportation. Through this program, USDA ensures that such facilities are available to all rural residents. These funds are available to public bodies, non-profit organizations and recognized Indian tribes.


Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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