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FUNDS FOR COMMUNITIES AVAILABLE IN COUNTIES 
DEVASTATED BY 2008 STORMS
Champaign, Ill., July 13, 2009 - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA is accepting applications for funds to help rural communities affected by natural disasters. Any community or non-profit organization in the 12 Illinois counties that received disaster declarations for public assistance from the Federal Emergency Disaster Agency (FEMA) in 2008 is eligible to apply.  The funds are authorized under the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act of 2009. 
The eligible Illinois counties are Bureau, Cass, Greene, Kendall, Macoupin, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, Pike, Randolph, St. Clair, and Scott.  Public bodies and non-profits can apply for low-interest loans and limited grant funds from USDA Rural Development.  

“The economy in some of our rural areas was adversely affected by the devastating tornados, floods and other natural disasters in 2008,” said Colleen Callahan, Illinois director for USDA Rural Development.  “Funding is set aside to help local governments and organizations in these counties rebuild their economy and improve the local quality of life.”  
Projects are not required to have been damaged by the storms to be eligible for the funding.  “The purpose of the funding is to support the overall stability of the affected areas,” Callahan said.
Nationwide, USDA Rural Development plans to distribute $169.5 million in direct Community Facilities loans; $157.4 million in guaranteed loans and $24.2 million in grants. Community Facilities programs finance the development of essential community facilities in rural areas. These include hospitals, medical clinics, elderly care, first responder equipment and facilities, vocational and medical rehabilitation centers, and educational facilities. 

Eligible applicants include public entities such as local governments and special-purpose districts, nonprofit corporations, including Faith-based and neighborhood organizations, and federally-recognized tribal governments in designated disaster areas with a population of 20,000 or less. 

Funds are also available to help build, expand or repair water, wastewater and waste disposal facilities in communities in designated disaster counties with populations up to 10,000 residents. Municipalities and non-profit water companies are eligible nationwide for more than $49.5 million available in loans and $17 million in grants.  
For additional information, see the June 25 Federal Register, page 30264. 






-more-

USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents. Rural Development fosters growth in homeownership, finances business development, and supports the creation of essential community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA Rural Development's web site at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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