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AGRICULTURE DEPUTY SECRETARY MERRIGAN ANNOUNCES $154.8 MILLION FOR RURAL WATER PROJECTS

Recovery Act Funds Totaling $3.76 Million Awarded in Illinois

WASHINGTON, August 3, 2009 — Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan today announced the selection of $154.8 million in water and environmental project loans and grants that are being funded immediately through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The projects will help provide safe drinking water and improved wastewater treatment systems for rural towns and communities in 15 states and Puerto Rico. 

Recipients in Illinois include the Village of Clay City in Clay County and the City of Vienna in Johnson County.  The Illinois projects will improve the treatment of waste water in both communities and alleviate health and safety problems.


“The 36 Recovery Act water and wastewater projects we are announcing today further the Obama administration’s goal to rebuild and revitalize the nation’s rural infrastructure,” Merrigan said. “These projects will put people to work, improve the health of families and communities, and make a down payment on a better environment for the future.”


Vienna will use its $1.24 million loan and $1.46 million grant to renovate its existing waster water treatment plant.  Improvements will ensure the plant complies with IEPA regulations and adequately meets the needs of the city’s 300 users.  Changes include a new covered aeration lagoon, settling pond and other substantial system upgrades.  Improvements also will be made to the lift station.  

In Clay County, the Village of Clay City will use a $1,062,000 loan to construct a new sewage treatment facility to replace its existing 70 year old plant.  Most of the components of the existing treatment facility have reached the end of their useful life.  The new plant will serve about 490 families and eliminate the health hazard created by the current system for families that live near the discharge site.

The ARRA funding announced today is being administered by USDA Rural Development’s Water and Environmental Program which provides loans and grants to ensure that the necessary investments are made in water and wastewater infrastructure to deliver safe drinking water and protect the environment in rural areas.  Altogether, USDA has announced $1.29 billion for water and environmental project loans and grants, benefiting people throughout the country.

-more-
President Obama signed The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 into law on Feb. 17, 2009. It is designed to jumpstart the nation’s economy, create or save millions of jobs and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so our country can thrive in the 21st century. The Act includes measures to modernize our nation’s infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need.

More information about USDA’s Recovery Act efforts is available at www.usda.gov/recovery.  More information about the Federal government’s efforts on the Recovery Act is available at www.recovery.gov.


Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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