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NEW RURAL DEVELOPMENT STATE DIRECTOR VISITS AREA
(West Central Illinois)
Quincy, Ill., August 19, 2009—With only a month on the job as state director of USDA Rural Development, Colleen Callahan visited the federal agency’s offices in Quincy and Jacksonville Wednesday and toured area projects funded by the agency. Callahan was named by the Obama administration to administer the more than 40 grant and low-cost loan programs available to home buyers and owners, businesses, non-profits and communities in rural Illinois.  Callahan is also visiting the agency’s 10 other offices in Illinois.

“I’ve been looking forward to meeting our dedicated staff and seeing the projects that they have supported.  As Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack says, ‘We like to think of the USDA as an everyday, every-way department.’  Rural Development helps people help people…working with organizations, local units of government, homebuyers and businesses find an affordable way to address their needs.” 

The agency is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and provides a combination of grants, loans and loan guarantees to support rural housing, business and community development.  “With the additional funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, we will easily surpass last year’s funding in Illinois of nearly a half billion dollars,” she said.

In Quincy, Callahan recognized First Bankers Trust Co. as being one of the area’s top Rural Development approved lenders with a ceremonial check for $17 million, the amount in guaranteed home loans generated by the bank during the last nine years. They used Rural Development’s 100 percent financing to help 209 area families purchase homes.  The presentation was made at the home of Harloetta and Chris Patterson, a recent homebuyer.  “In this difficult housing market, First Bankers stepped up their use of the program, and helped homebuyers with $6 million in guaranteed loans this year alone,” Callahan said. 

Callahan stopped in Clayton to tour ABS Water Co-Operative’s headquarters built in 2007 with agency financing.  The co-op, which provides water to 2,300 rural households, also has utilized Rural Development’s loans and grants to expand their system. 

In Jacksonville, Callahan was shown how the agency’s funding will help restore traffic around the town square and upgrade the square’s parking, sidewalks and landscaping.  The tour continued in Pittsfield at God, Family & Country, a family owned business that is using agency financing to manufacture Bale Band-It, which they designed.  Pulled behind a square hay baler, it bands 21 small bales into an easy to move bundle. 
-more-

Callahan owns a small business and has worked as an agribusiness broadcaster on radio and television, served as president of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters, and been a candidate for Congress.  She received her degree in agricultural communications from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  The Quincy office is located at 338 S. 36th St and serves Adams, Brown, Hancock, McDonough, Pike and Schuyler counties.  More information is available by calling 217 224-9307 ext. 4 or online at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il
#

Caption:  Rural Development State Director Colleen Callahan (left) along with new homeowners Chris and Harloetta Patterson and their children present a ceremonial check to First Bankers Trust's Hugh Roderick, Patti Westerman, and Peggy Junk.  First Bankers Trust is one of the area's top users of the agency's guaranteed home loan program, having made loans to 209 homebuyers, including the Pattersons.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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