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 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

2118 West Park Ct. • Suite A • Champaign, IL  61821

Phone: (217) 403-6200 • Fax: (217) 403-6243 • TDD: (217) 403-6240 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/il

Contact: Joan Messina (217) 403-6248
Irving Awarded USDA Grant to Purchase Maintenance Truck

Effingham, Ill., Aug. 7, 2009—Colleen Callahan, state director for USDA Rural Development, announced this week that the Village of Irving would receive a $29,000 grant to help the village purchase a new general maintenance truck.  Mayor Kyle Schmedeke and village board worked with Amanda Cole from the Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation to secure the grant from Rural Development.


The new F450 truck with dump-style bed will improve services for the community and reduce overtime that was often required with the village’s smaller and less efficient truck.  The village expects the truck to accelerate clean-up and accommodate a nine foot snow plow.  The larger plow means that only two, rather than three, passes will be need to clear streets of snow for two way traffic.  The new truck is much better suited for transporting materials and more efficient at dumping.

The grant will cover 75 percent of the cost of the truck and was awarded through Rural Development’s Community Facilities program.  These grants and loans are available to public bodies and non-profits to help rural communities with up to 20,000 people provide essential services. Funds can be used for numerous purposes including clinics, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, child care centers, public safety vehicles and equipment, early warning storm sirens and community and senior centers. 


This grant is from a specific pool of funding for community facilities targeted to help areas with the greatest need.  It is available to communities where at least 19.5 percent of the population is not employed.  Ninety-two Illinois communities are eligible for these Economic Impact Initiative grants.

Rural Development is a part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business and community development, and infrastructure in rural communities.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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