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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $15 MILLION IN RENEWABLE ENERGY LOANS AND GRANTS
Funding Helps 18 Illinois Farmers and Rural Business Be More Energy Efficient
WASHINGTON, August 10, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that 365 recipients have been selected to receive more than $15 million in loans and grants to install renewable energy systems and make energy efficiency improvements. Dallas Tonsager, Under Secretary for Rural Development, made the public announcement on behalf of Vilsack during a speech today at the Midwest Rural Assembly in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

"It is imperative that we secure more self-sufficient energy resources for our country, and these grants will help enable the long-term sustainability that the Obama Administration is committed to developing," Vilsack said. "This funding will also help farmers and rural businesses become more efficient and competitive." 

 Funding for the loans and grants was authorized under the Rural Energy for America Program, which was established in the 2008 Farm Bill and is administered by USDA Rural Development. The funds are not part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
In Illinois, 17 agricultural producers and one rural small business were awarded funding.  All of the producers will use the funds to upgrade their grain dryer systems. USDA energy efficiency programs often yield double-digit energy savings.  The improvements for Illinois producers will result in energy savings between 28 and 60 percent annually with an average energy savings of 43 percent.  The energy costs were verified through independent audits.  

One of the producer recipients is William Stubbe who farms near Dakota in Stephenson County.  With a $12,162 grant, he will replace two old, inefficient grain dryers with a new, high-efficiency grain dryer.  His energy savings are projected to be nearly 50 percent.
The small business recipient is Watershed Foods, Inc., a fruit freeze drying company headquartered in Gridley.  It is receiving a grant and loan combination totaling $568,495 to convert its ammonia refrigeration system from a single stage system to a dual stage system.  The change will reduce the energy consumption of the refrigeration system by nearly 60 percent.
     Additional information on the Rural Energy for America Program may be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/bprogs.htm.  
     Below is a list of the selected recipients in Illinois. Funding is contingent upon the recipient meeting the conditions of the agreement.

-more-
· Jeff VandeVoorde; $18,987 grant (Henry Co.)
· Mapes Grain Farms, Inc.; $19,803 grant (JoDaviess Co.)
· Badtke Farms, Inc.; $19,750 grant (Carroll Co.)
· Brent Dykema; $12,321 grant (Whiteside Co.)
· Bruce Zaagman; $15,151 grant (Whiteside Co.)
· Dennis Asay; $18,037 grant (Carroll Co.)
· Deric Shafer; $11,996 grant (Marshall Co.)
· Layne Bidlingmaier; $17,324 grant (Stephenson Co.)
· Mellert Farms, Inc.; $18,499 grant (Fulton Co.) 
· Richard Runte; $18,678 grant (Ogle Co.)
· Roger Smital; $19,984 grant (JoDaviess Co.)
· William Stubbe; $12,162 grant (Stephenson Co.)
· William Peterson; $44,815 grant; $44,815 loan (McHenry Co.)
· Steven Sanders; $49,098 grant; $49,098 loan (LaSalle Co.)
· Russell Ramsey; $42,187 grant; $42,187 loan (Gallatin Co.)
· Robert Wieland; $72,304 grant; $72,000 loan (Peoria Co.)
· Watershed Foods, LLC; $189,498 grant; $378,997 loan (McLean Co.)
· Gary Dau; $49,855 grant; $49,855 loan (LaSalle Co.)


Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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