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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES $62.5 MILLION FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY LOANS AND GRANTS

48 Illinois recipients selected

WASHINGTON, Sept. 23, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that the department is providing $62.5 million in loans and grants for 705 renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in 45 states and Puerto Rico under the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), an important initiative to help rebuild and revitalize rural America.


“President Obama and I are committed to helping rural businesses become more energy efficient – it’s good for the economy, good for the environment, and good for the workers and customers who depend on the goods and services these businesses provide,” Vilsack said. “While the REAP grants will continue to provide an important jump start to a clean, renewable energy future, Congress must act to pass comprehensive energy and climate legislation to create the green jobs our economy needs and get our nation on the path to being truly energy independent.”

In Illinois 48 applicants in 33 counties were selected to receive a total of nearly $3.7 million.  Funding ranged from a $9,608 grant to upgrade a grain drying system to a $1.1 million combination grant and guaranteed loan to install a biomass boiler in a greenhouse.  Based on independent energy audits, the selected applicants will save between 20 and 74 percent in energy usage. Today’s announcement brings the total number of REAP grants awarded in Illinois this year to 88 and guaranteed loans to 38 for a total of $6.2 million.

“Charged by this administration to build an infrastructure for the 21st century, we are working everyday in every way to get America growing again,” said Illinois State Rural Development Director Colleen Callahan.  “Today our contribution for future generations is a significant investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency.”

In this round of funding, most of the Illinois recipients are receiving funding to upgrade to more efficient grain drying systems, but three of the selected projects will use very different methods to improve energy usage.  Danville Gardens, Inc., a greenhouse in Vermilion County, will use a $17,731 grant to help them purchase a shade curtain that will result in energy savings of more than 43 percent.  Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative will see a 74 percent savings in energy usage by installing a geothermal heating and cooling system for the cooperative’s office building.

-more-


In Putnam County, Mid American Growers, Inc. will install a biomass hot water boiler that burns locally obtained renewable biomass to replace their natural gas use.  They will cut energy use by 72 percent, substantially reduce fuel costs, and realize a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions.  The new boiler system will complement two existing biomass boilers and the company’s other energy saving efforts that include energy efficient lighting and energy curtains.
REAP loan guarantees and grants can be used for renewable energy systems, energy efficiency improvements, feasibility studies and energy audits. More information on the REAP program, which was authorized under the 2008 Farm Bill, is at: www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html.  Funding of each recipient is contingent upon the recipient meeting the conditions of the grant agreement. The following is a complete list of Illinois REAP recipients announced today. All awards are grants unless otherwise noted.

Alan Dale – $35,318 grant; $35,318 loan (Bureau)
Alan Streitmatter – $48,338 grant, $48,338 loan (Stark)
Andy Hunt – $49,799 grant, $49,799 loan (Grundy)
Bomke Farms – $19,939 (Sangamon)
Brian Bonneur – $17,895 (Whiteside)
Brian Loeffler – $33,467 grant; $66,935 loan (McLean)
Brian Wenzel – $36,399 grant; $36,399 loan (Stephenson)
Burgener Farms – $19,314 (Shelby)
C. Richard Baum, III – $24,019 grant; $48,038 loan (Henry)
Carl Neubauer – $19,875 (McLean)
D&G Stauffenberg Farms, Inc. – $49,916 grant, $49,916 loan (Will)
Danville Gardens, Inc. – $17,731 (Vermilion)
Darren Schnitker – $19,999 (Washington)
David Vietmeier – $32,497 grant; $32,497 loan (Ogle)
Dean Bacon and Beef – $14,139 (DeWitt)
Devries Farms – $19,881 (Ogle)
Don & Jerry Davis Grain Farms, Inc. – $14,998 (Lawrence)
Doug Mitchell – $50,000 grant, $50,000 loan (Whiteside)
Gary Wilhelmi Farms – $18,868 (McLean)
Golden Brothers – $49,908 grant; $49,908 loan (White)
Grubbs Farms, Inc. – $32,119 grant; $49,303 loan (Ford)
Hendren Farm Partnership – $19,880 (McLean)
Jeffrey Lane – $26,498 grant; $26,498 loan (DeKalb)
John & Julie Bickelhaupt – $18,548 (Carroll)
John Clelend – $9,608 (Boone)
John Hartman – $20,000 (Livingston)
John Murphy – $41,159 grant; $82,319 loan (Marshall)
Kendrick Farm, Inc. – $19,691 (Ford)
Kirk Anderson – $17,355 (Kendall)
Larry Kirkman – $49,769 grant, $49,769 loan (Bureau)
Mark Burrow – $20,000 (Effingham)
Mark Carlson – $17,151 (Henry)
-more-

Matthew Frieden – $36,701 grant; $47,345 loan (Mercer)
Mid American Growers, Inc. – $375,000 grant; $750,000 loan (Putnam)
Mitchell Family Farms – $15,564 (LaSalle)
ODK Wagenknecht Farms – $20,000 (Carroll)
Ohl Brothers Farms, LLC – $114,662 grant; $229,325 loan (Vermilion)
O'Neal Brothers – $19,825 (McLean)
Rich Kiefer – $19,832 (McLean)
Ronald Merema – $18,000 (Whiteside)
Ronald Rumbold – $24,855 grant; $49,710 loan (Henry)
Seth Sleezer, VI – $34,597 grant; $34,597 loan (Kendall)
Sheffey Farms, Inc. – $48,032 grant, $49,913 loan (Stephenson)
Todd Sommer – $19,522 (Champaign)
Tom Schuldt – $49,750 grant; $49,750 loan (JoDaviess)
Tyron Fairley – $40,000 grant, $50,000 loan (Iroquois)
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative – $10,694 (Wayne) 

Wenger Farms, Inc. – $39,612 grant; $39,612 loan (Livingston)

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]