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Joan Messina (217) 403-6248
USDA Rural Development Gives Top Honor to Area Man
CHAMPAIGN, Sept. 30, 2009—Mike Wallace, a resident of Nashville, was named the Specialist of the Year in Illinois for U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development.  Wallace delivers business, community and especially water financing programs to residents and communities in Southern Illinois.
Wallace has been a leader in the agency’s water and waste program for many years and helped more communities and water districts receive more funding in the last two years than any other Illinois water specialist.  He uses all the agency’s resources to help his customers get what they need.  With the passage of the Recovery Act, he worked with engineers and others to ensure everyone was informed of the new funding opportunities.  
He has taken a leadership role in the Illinois Water Roundtable, an informal organization of engineers, water districts and companies, units of government, and state and federal officials that supports the availability of a safe water supply in Southern Illinois.  Wallace makes sure participants have the information they need to build or expand often complex water projects by researching topics, preparing agendas and seeking out presenters on new technologies in the industry.  He is also a valuable internal source of information for Rural Development on project development, construction, loan servicing and procedures.  Added to these responsibilities, Wallace is the office manager for the Rural Development office in Mt. Vernon., overseeing daily office coordination and incorporating new employees in program delivery.
The federal agency provides affordable financing for housing, business, community facilities and infrastructure in rural areas.  The Rural Development office in Mt. Vernon is located at 221 Withers Dr. and can be reached at 244-0773 ext. 5.  More information on the agency’s programs is available at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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