[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

2118 West Park Ct. • Suite A • Champaign, IL  61821

Phone: (217) 403-6200 • Fax: (217) 403-6243 • TDD: (217) 403-6240 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/il

Contact: Joan Messina (217) 403-6248
Shelly Griswold (815) 235-8221

FREEPORT AWARDED GRANT TO PLAN FOR AGRICULTURAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTER


Freeport, Ill., Oct. 1, 2009—USDA Rural Development State Director Colleen Callahan joined Mayor George Gaulrapp in announcing a $50,000 grant to the City of Freeport to fund a business plan and start-up activities for the proposed Northwest Illinois Agricultural Entrepreneurship Center (NIAEC).  

In partnership with University of Illinois Extension, the City plans to use the center to provide the facilities and expertise to help farmers and other entrepreneurs add value to their produce and market their products while meeting the city’s need for local foods year round.

“Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack launched the 'Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food' initiative last month to begin a national conversation about food and to help connect people more closely with the farmers who supply their food,” Callahan said.  “Freeport is perhaps the first to receive funds in Illinois to address many of the goals set forth in this initiative.”


“Freeport and U. of I. Extension have drawn upon a wealth of area resources and found an innovative way to increase the production, marketing and consumption of nutritious food that is grown locally,” Callahan said.  

The NAIEC will include a cooperative kitchen, a business incubator and a public market. The funds will allow the city and Extension to evaluate the market potential of the Center as well as its operational and financial needs.  The grant will also support start up costs and the recruitment of food producers, food processors and vendors.

The Center will capitalize on its partners’ resources to provide producers with a licensed community kitchen, business development services and food preservation, safety and sanitation coursework.  The City and Extension would oversee the administration of the facility.


New jobs and businesses opportunities are forecasted to result from the development of the Center.  In its first two year of operation this project is anticipated to create 50 – 75 permanent jobs and 30 – 50 construction jobs.  Proponents also believe the Center will act as a springboard for new and expanding businesses by providing facilities for value-added food processing, providing a year-round retail outlet in the public market, and by identifying new markets, including institutional food buyers.
-more-


“In this economic time, job creation is our primary focus,” said Freeport Mayor George Gaulrapp. “This project allows us to focus on that goal while also working with area agricultural producers to add value to their products. We look forward to working with the University Extension to advance this important economic initiative.”

The City and Extension have been closely evaluating the historic Rawleigh Complex as a possible site for the Center.  The use of part of this complex for the Center may help stimulate additional investment in Freeport’s downtown riverfront. 

USDA Rural Development has 11 grant and low-cost financing programs that can support the efforts of “Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food.”  Other tools are available at www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer, and www.cnpp.usda.gov/KnowYourFarmer.htm.

This grant will support an innovative concept that will help farmers in the region find new markets, benefit the 28,000 people in and around Freeport with fresh, local food year round, and create jobs and business opportunities in Freeport.


Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Caption:  Illinois State Director for Rural Development Colleen Callahan (center) joined (from the left) Freeport Mayor George Gaulrapp, [insert names with titles] for the announcement of a $50,000 grant to plan for a new center to serve agriculture entrepreneurs.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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