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Illinois organizations get federal grants to help low-income homeowners make repairs

Champaign, Ill., Oct. 5, 2009—Three Illinois non-profit organizations are receiving grants totaling $211,100 to help low income homeowners in rural areas repair their homes and make energy efficiency improvements.  The funding is part of a USDA Rural Development’s Housing Preservation Grant program.  

The recipients are Western Illinois Regional Council, Two Rivers Regional Council and Wabash Area Development, Inc.  The grants will help the organizations leverage another $900,000 in funds from state and local resources to more fully meet the needs of low-income homeowners.

“These three organizations are invaluable partners, helping Rural Development improve the quality of life and safety of very low-income homeowners,” said Illinois State Director for Rural Development Colleen Callahan, the Illinois state director.  “These funds have community benefits, too.  Homes in good repair help to preserve property values and ensure the availability of respectable housing in rural communities.”

Western Illinois Regional Council will use their $70,000 grant to help 22 households in Hancock, Henderson, McDonough and Warren counties.  The funds will be used to replace roofs, doors, siding, septic systems, wells as well as repair and replace electrical systems and plumbing, remove lead hazards and make homes more energy efficient.  They will make the funds available at 1% interest for improvements that are expected to average $3,250.

Two Rivers Regional Council was selected to receive $57,200 to help about 16 rural homeowners for repairs ranging from $2,500 to $4, 500. Two Rivers serves residents in Adams, Brown, Pike and Schuyler counties.  Priority will be given to improvements that entail electrical wiring, repair of plumbing to ensure safe water and waste disposal systems, energy conservation measures, alterations to make homes accessible for people with disabilities, repairs of structural supports and foundation, and roofs.

Wabash Area Development, Inc. (WADI) is receiving $83,900 to help rural residents in Edwards, Gallatin, Hamilton, Saline, Wabash, Wayne and White counties.  They will offer one-time grants to help about 14 very low income homeowners.   WADI will use the funds for the cost of labor and materials for energy conservation measures such as insulation, storm doors and windows; repair or replacement of heating systems, electrical wiring, structural supports and foundations, roofs, deteriorated siding, porches; and alterations to accommodate people with disabilities.

-more-
Rural Development’s housing preservation grants help ensure that rural single- and multi-family housing is adequate, meets current safety standards and is accessible to people with disabilities. Grants are awarded to non-profits, (including faith-based organizations), local governments and Native American tribes, who in turn provide loans, grants or loan/grant combinations to individuals who need home repairs.  These grants are not part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents. Rural Development fosters growth in homeownership, finances business development and supports the creation of critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting www.rurdev.usda.gov/il/.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Committed to the future of rural communities.
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