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JO-CARROLL ENERGY AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDS TO HELP BUSINESSES AND FARMERS SAVE ON ENERGY USE

Elizabeth, Ill., Oct. 1, 2009—USDA Rural Development State Director Colleen Callahan announced the details of a $100,000 grant to Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. at the cooperative’s headquarters in Elizabeth Thursday.  Jo-Carroll Energy will use the funds to perform energy audits to help rural small businesses and agriculture producers in their service territory become more energy efficient.  

The funds are being awarded through the federal agency’s Rural Energy for America Program (REAP).  Jo-Carroll Energy is one of 88 applicants in Illinois this year to receive grants or a combination of grants and guaranteed loans totaling $6.2 million through the program.  This is the first year a project of this type is eligible for funding under this program as a result of a provision in the 2008 Farm Bill.  
“Charged by this administration to build an infrastructure for the 21st century, we are working every day in every way to get America growing again,” said Callahan.  “This grant is one example of how we can help farmers and rural businesses become more competitive and energy efficient while conserving our natural resources.”

Jo-Carroll Energy is a rural electric and natural gas cooperative serving nearly 26,000 electric and natural gas accounts in Jo Daviess, Carroll and Whiteside counties.  This grant will help them offer energy audits to their more than 2,000 farm and business customers through what will become a greatly expanded energy conservation and efficiency program.
"We are pleased to receive this funding through REAP that will be used to help our members evaluate and reduce their energy use and costs," noted Michael W. Hastings, Jo-Carroll Energy president and CEO.
"The grant funds will allow Jo-Carroll Energy to allocate additional staff time to the completion of energy audits/assessments and employ a dedicated energy auditor,” noted Russ Simpson, senior vice president of economic development and member services.

Details of the program are being finalized. The cooperative plans to introduce the program to members through an upcoming series of energy efficiency workshops.

-more-

The audits will identify options for farmers and small businesses to conserve energy that will cut their energy costs and allow them to be more competitive in their business operations. Certified energy managers and professional engineers will gather information by visiting with producers and business owners and making an on-site visit to identify opportunities to save energy.  Potential improvements will be recommended and information provided on how these improvements can be accomplished, including recommendations on equipment upgrades and replacements, cost estimates, potential annual energy savings and projected payback time.
Those requesting audits will pay $150 for the service which represents 25 percent of the cost.  The grant funds will pay the remaining 75 percent.  Jo Carroll Energy will cover program administrative costs.
“We are particularly pleased with Jo-Carroll Energy’s award because we know how beneficial energy audits can be,” said Callahan.  “Independent energy audits performed for REAP applicants this year projected that those farmers and small businesses will save between 20 and  74 percent of their energy use by incorporating energy efficiency measures in their operations.”

Rural Development provides financing and technical assistance to foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More information on USDA Rural Development is available on the web at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
#
Caption:  Illinois State Director Colleen Callahan for Rural Development (center) joined Jo-Carroll Energy officials Michael W. Hastings, CEO and President, (left) and Russ Simpson, Vice President for Economic Development and Member Services to announce a $100,000 grant to help provide farmers and small business is their service territory with energy audits.  The audits will identify opportunities to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy costs.
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